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Neutrality Decree, Uruguay. 249 
URUGUAY. 
Df:cree ~modifying neutrality regulaUons in case of war UJJ Amed-
can countries, June 18, 1911. 
[U. S. Official Bulletin No. 35, p. 2.] 
Considering that in variou~ communications the Government ot 
Uruguay has proclaimed the principle of American solidarity as 
the criterion of its international policy, understanding that the 
grievance against the rights of one country of the continent 
should be considered as a grievance by all and provoke them tc, 
uniform and com1non reaction ; 
Second, that in the hope of seeing an agreement in this respect 
realized bet\veen the nations of America which 1nay 1nake the 
practical aud efficient application of such ideals possible, the 
Govern1nent has ·adopted a watchful attitude witb .. refer~nce to its 
action, although it has signified in each case its .sympathy with 
the continental nations which have been seen themselves obliged 
to abandon their neutrality; 
Considering that, as long as such an agreement1 is not n1ade, 
Uruguay, without acting contrary to its sentiments and convic-
tions, could not treat the American nations which in defense of 
their own rights find themselves compromised in an interconti-
nental war, as belligerents; and 
Considering that this criterion is shared by the Honorable 
Senate, 
The President of the Republic 
At a general cabinet meeting 
Decrees: 
First. To order that no American country which in defense of 
its own rights should find itself in a state of war with nations of 
other continents will be treated as belligerent's. 
Second. rrhat it is or<lere<l that existing decrees which Inay be 
in opposition to this resolution are to remain vvithout fulfillment. 
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:250 .Statement of neu.tra.lity, T7 enezuela. 
Decree breaking diploinatic relations w ·ith Gennany, October 
7, 191"1.1 
[ U. S. Official Bulletin No. 128, p. 1.] 
MoNTEVIDEO, October 7, 1917. 
In view of the authority granted the executive power by law 
of the nation of this date, authorizing said power to declare 
dipl01natic and cominercial- relations broken between Uruguay 
and the Imperial Government and the reasons which have caused 
the legislative decision which are absolutely shared by the 
executive power, the President of the Republic at a general cabi-
net n1eeting decrees : 
ARTICLE 1. Frmn the date of the present decree diplmnatic and 
com1nercial relations between Uruguay and the Gennan Imperial 
Govenunent remain broken.· 
ART. 2. That the respective passports be handed over to the 
diplmnatic representative of that Government, all the guarantees 
for his personal safetly being granted to him at the same time 
until his removal frmn the country. 
ART. 3. That telegraphic instructions be transmitted to the 
functionaries of the Republic in office in Germany to the effect 
' that they imn1ec1iately aqandon the Gennan territory, requesting 
the same guarantees which are granted to the German representa-
tive by the Government of Uruguay. 
VIERA. 
VENEZUELA. 
Official staten~ent of neutrality, May 21', 1917. 
Our diplomatic relations with the nations have not suffered 
interruption, and we find ourselves at peace with all. \Ve have 
known how to adjust our conduct to the rules· of international la·w,. 
vreserving the strictest neutrality in the gigantic struggle in which 
for three years the great European powers have been involved, 
and no one is able to reproach us with· R single infraction of our 
duty as a neutral. Conforming ' to this rule of conduct, wheJ}. on 
l1,ebruary 24 of the present year- the Gennan legation, on orders 
of its Govern1nent, conimunicatecl to our ~hancellery the unprece-
dented extension · it had :resolved· to give to the submarinf' war, 
nlanifestly departing fro1n the practices accepted up to no\v, Vene-
7.uela responded that it would adjust its procedure to the principles 
of. international 1aw which govei·n the rights and duties of neu-
trals. Up to the present fiine 'ri6thing has occurred in which we 
· 1 By decree of October 15, 1917, the neutrality decrees so far as relating 
to France, England, Belgium, Italy, Portugal, Russia, Japan, Serbia, 
Roumania, and Montenegro were revoked, U. S. Off. Bull., No. 136, p. 3. 
